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Tale of Nora and the Development of Cultural Media

Reunruthai Rodsuwan® and Akkapong Khongchang*

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the Nora narratives from
important documents, Nora performers and the villagers who have been familiar with
this culture and to present them in the form of picture book and cultural guidebook
based on Nora narratives. This study was a qualitative research using observation,
interview and focus group discussion for collecting the field data in Songkhla lake
area. The data analysis was performed using the concepts of narratives and
storytelling. The results revealed that all Nora narratives and legends feature
persons, stories and places in Songkhla lake area. The study of Nora narratives from
important documents and hearsays showed that Nora narratives and legends feature
a combination of ideas, belief and linguistic refinement and manipulation from each
era and each area into both different and similar storylines. However, the themes in
these narratives are mainly related to Nora legend conveyed by Khun
Oupbhathamnarakorn (Pum Dheva).

There are main 3 areas appearing in Nora narratives and legends: 1) Khok
Mueng Bangkaeo, Chong Thanon Sub-district, Khao Chaison District, Phatthalung
Province, the area appearing in the story about the city of Phraya Sayfafad,
grandfather of Khun Oupbhathamnarakorn; 2) Kula Beach and Laem Chao, Ko Yai
Sub-district, Krasae Sin District, Phatthalung Province, the area appearing in the story
about where Mrs. Nuan Thong Samlee lives after being abandoned on a raft; and 3)
Tha Khae Temple, Tha Khae Sub-district, Mueang Phatthalung District, Phatthalung
Province, the area appearing in the story about the last residence of Khun Si Sattha.
According to the results, the narratives and locations appearing in Nora legends were

then developed and presented in form of “Tale of Nora and the Development of

3 Department of Fine Arts and Design, Faculty of Architecture. Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya.

4 Department of Fine Arts and Design, Faculty of Architecture. Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya.



Cultural Media”, a book series which included Nora legend picture book and

guidebook for following Nora journey.

Keyword: Nora, Tale of Nora, Cultural Media
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