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Factors Affecting the Change of Shophouses Styte (Tiam Chu)
Case Study : Songkhla Old town and Phuket Old town
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Abstract

This study explores the factors influencing the transformation of traditional Sino-
Portuguese shophouses, locally known as "Tiam Chu", through case studies in Songkhla
Old Town and Phuket Old Town. These historic buildings embody the cultural heritage of
each locality and are increasingly facing challenges due to urban and societal changes.
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The research aims to identify context-specific factors that contribute to the transformation
or deterioration of these architectural assets. Data was collected through policy analysis,
review of development plans and projects from relevant agencies, as well as field surveys
and interviews with local authorities and community members. The study assessed the
levels of cooperation and involvement in heritage conservation, examined key issues
affecting change, and proposed practical recommendations that can be adapted to similar
heritage contexts.

The findings indicate that the disappearance and alteration of old shophouses in
both cities are shaped by contextual factors, including lifestyle changes, building age, and
the dynamics of local and surrounding populations. In Songkhla, the older and more fragile
structures, combined with the migration of building owners, lack of building caretakers,
and limited public sector support for restoration, have led to accelerated transformation.
In contrast, Phuket's shophouses, which are structurally newer and more resilient, benefit
from being located in a tourism-driven area with cultural conservation efforts actively
promoted. The strong community involvement further enhances the sustainable
preservation of these heritage buildings.

Keywords: Change, Tiam Chu, Songkhla Old Town, Phuket Old Town
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